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the administiation by choosing to serve his country other-
wise. Romesh Dutt saw no such conflict, but if there was
one he- could as a patriotic Indian hardly be accused of
pieferring his country's interests to those of an autocratic,
alien administration.

In December 1899, Romesh Dutt presided over the
annual session of the Indian National Congress at Luck-
now. In his Presidential address, he defined the functions
of the Congress as follows :

"There are two sides to every question, and it is abso-
lutely necessary for the purpose of good govern-
ment and of just administration that not only
the official view, but the people's view on every
question should be represented and heard.
There are local bodies in different parts of India
which give expression to the people's views on
local questions; but this National Congress is
the only body in India which seeks to represent
the views and aspirations of the people of India
as a whole in all large and important and, if I
may use the word, Imperial questions of admi-
nistration. Therefore, the National Congress is
doing a service to the Government the value of
which cannot be over-estimated, and which I feel
certain, is appreciated by the Government
itself."*

He referred in his addressi to the Sedition laws passed
by the Government the previous year and condemned
them as a blunder. He deplored the Calcutta Municipal
Act also passed recently which withdrew the representa-
tion facilities, earlier conceded. But the subject nearest to

*For full text of Presidential address, please see Appendix III.